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What is the Key Question? 
 

 Eschatology covers the entire range of future things. It includes the doctrines of 
resurrection, judgment, the second coming of Christ, the Millennium, and the Rapture 
("carrying away") of the church. This series of short snap shots focuses on the question of the 
Rapture of the church, particularly the time of it in relation to the Tribulation period. 
 
 Interest in eschatology (the study of final events in world history) comes and goes. 
Currently, interest in this subject is high, due in large part to rapidly changing world events. On 
a popular level, all kinds of people are asking what the Bible has to say about the future. 
Whether they accept the Bible's answers or not, they want to know what it teaches? Politicians, 
futurologists, journalists, and economists all seem to be at a loss; many are willing at least to 
hear what the Bible says. 
 
 Prophecy is being discussed more than ever on an academic level. Even those who 
ridicule popular presentations of prophetic truths have to interact with what is being said. 
Those who believe the Bible are engaging in debates over various aspects of prophecy.  
Certainly, the re-establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 was instrumental in the study of 
eschatology. 
 
 Two of the most important areas of discussion are the millennial question and the 
rapture question. 
 
The Millennial Question 
The millennial question asks what kind of Millennium there will be. That there will be some kind 
of Millennium is a fact clearly taught in Revelation 20:1-6, but what kind of Millennium that will 
be is and has been strongly debated through the years. Early Christians expected the speedy 
return of Christ to establish an actual kingdom on this earth, over which He would reign for a 
thousand years. 
 
 When Christ did not return, the church's concept of the Millennium changed to a non-
literal one (Amillennialism). Augustine (354-430) taught people to look for the Millennium, 
wholly spiritual in character, in the Christian dispensation. During the Middle Ages and the 
Reformation periods, the idea of an actual kingdom was not taught by mainline groups, some of 
whom considered such teaching heretical. In the seventeenth century a new millennial 
teaching, Post-Millennialism, appeared, affirming that before the return of Jesus Christ there 
would be a world-wide experience of peace and righteousness due to the efforts of the church. 
 
 Since then there has been a revival of Premillennialism, a continuation of 
Amillennialism, and, most recently, a resurgence of Postmillennialism. 
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A1-6
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 These viewpoints—Pre-, Post-, and Amillennialism—concern the relation of the coming 
of Christ to the Millennium, or thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. Diagrammed, they look like 
this. 
 
 
Views of the Time of Christ's return 
Premillennialism 

 
Postmillennialism 

 
Amillennialism 

 
The Rapture Question 
In the nineteenth century, teaching concerning the Rapture of the church began to be widely 
disseminated. This raised such questions as whether the second coming of Jesus Christ involves 
several stages, the relation of those stages to the Tribulation period, and the distinctiveness of 
the church from Israel in God's program. Thus, one of the prominent eschatological questions 
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of this century is the question of the time of the Rapture, and the ramifications of the answer to 
that question to the total picture of the future. 
 
 Four significant answers have been given to the question by Premillennialists. 
Understand that for the Amillennialist the single event of Jesus Christ's second coming is 
followed by a general resurrection, judgment, and eternity. For the Postmillennialist there is 
also no distinct rapture, but the second coming after the Millennium has already been brought 
about by the church, and eternity follows. 
 
Premillennialists agree that the Rapture and second coming are distinguishable, although they 
do not agree as to whether or not they are separate events. 
 
Pretribulationism and Posttribulationism 
The principal disagreement today lies between Pre-Tribulationists and Post-Tribulationists, both 
of which are premillennial. Pre-Tribulationists hold that Christ's coming for His church, the 
rapture, will occur before the Tribulation the entire seventieth "week" of Daniel) begins. Post-
Tribulationists teach that the Rapture and the second coming are facets of a single event 
occurring at the conclusion of the Tribulation. Both agree that the second coming of Jesus 
Christ will be followed by the Millennium on earth. Those are the principal views we will discuss 
in this series of short lessons. 
 
Midtribulationism and Partial Rapture 
But there are at least two other answers to the question of the time of the Rapture that should 
be mentioned.  One is the Mid-Tribulation view, which teaches, as its name clearly says, that 
the church will be taken to heaven (raptured) in the middle of the Tribulation period. Since the 
Tribulation will last seven years, this means that the church will be present on the earth for the 
first three and one-half of those years. 
 
Like Pre-Tribulationists, Mid-Tribulationists teach that the rapture and the second coming are 
separated by a period of time—seven years for the Pre-Tribulationists and three and one-half 
for Mid-Tribulationists. Both teach that the church will be delivered from the wrath of the 
Tribulation days. Other aspects of Mid-Tribulationism include identifying the last trumpet of 1st  
Corinthians 15:52 with the seventh trumpet of Revelation 11:15, and interpreting the two 
witnesses of Revelation 11 as symbolic of the larger group raptured at the middle of the 
Tribulation. Most of the arguments that support Mid-Tribulationism argue against Post-
Tribulationism. 
 
 Whereas Pre-, Mid-, and Post-Tribulationism focus on the time of the Rapture in relation 
to the Tribulation, the Partial Rapture view focuses on the people to be raptured. It teaches 
that only those believers who are "watching" and "waiting" for the Lord's return will be found 
worthy to escape the terrors of the Tribulation by being raptured. 
 
 Actually the partial rapture view teaches that there will be several raptures. Like Pre-
Tribulationists, they teach that one will occur at the beginning of the Tribulation to take away 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+15%3A52
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+15%3A52
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+11%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+11
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spiritually mature saints. Then at various times during the seven years of Tribulation other 
raptures will occur to remove saints who were unprepared at the beginning of the Tribulation 
but who have shown themselves worthy in the meantime. There is even to be a Rapture at the 
close of the Millennium. 
 
 Generally speaking, the Partial Rapture teaching has barely touched the United States 
except recently through the local church movement of Witness Lee. This group teaches that 
only over-comers constitute the bride of Christ, and that all other believers who are soulish will 
experience the Tribulation and be ruled by the overcomers in the Millennium. -(See ‘The God-
Men’ Berkeley, Calif.: Spiritual Counterfeits Project, 1977], pp. 50-52). 
Diagrammed, these four answers look like this. 
 
Premillennial Views of the Time of Rapture 
Pretribulationism 

 
Midtribulationism 

 
Posttribulationism 
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Partial rapture 

 
 To sum up: the question is, When is the rapture? Primarily we shall be discussing 
whether it will occur before the Tribulation (Pre-Tribulationism) or after the Tribulation as part 
of the single event of the second coming of Christ (Post-Tribulationism). We shall not discuss 
different millennial views. Both Pre- and Post-Tribulationists hold to Premillennialism. 
But before probing the answer to the question, we need to ask another question. 
 
Keep Looking Up! 
 
Pastor Bob, 
EvanTeachr@aol.com  
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